Fry’s Spring Neighborhood Association

May 10, 2006

Attendees:
William Cocke


Joe Mooney


Tim Wilson

Phil Chase



Susan Foard


Rebecca G.  Sims

Stephen Andrews


Leigh Mason


Frank Robinson

Adrienne Dent


Terri DiCintio

A. K. Wieder

Jeanne S.  Chase


John Santoski

Peter Hedlund 

Meeting,  Date, and  Time

Second Wednesday of the month at the Cherry Avenue Christian Church, 


5:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m.  Use Front Entrance


Next regular meeting date: June 14, 2006
Oktoberfest


Peter Hedlund reported that Oktoberfest would take place on the last Sunday afternoon in October on October 29, 2006.  The site is tentatively scheduled for the Fry’s Spring Beach Club during the afternoon hours.  Leigh Mason will be one of Peter’s assistants to make this all happen.  Other folks are encouraged to participate in the planning and may e-mail or call Peter to volunteer your “gift of time” for the neighborhood.  The featured speaker will be announced at a later time.  

Old Lynchburg Road


There will be a meeting of Old Lynchburg Road neighbors on Saturday, May 13, 2006 at 10:00 a.m. at the home of  Phil and Jeanne S.  Chase to hear a report of the status of resolving issues centering around, “Traffic, Safety, Sidewalks, and Drainage.”  A storm drain camera report was expected from the survey done in early March of 2006.  Also anticipated was the survey done on the Right of Way to determine sidewalk space from Middleton to Jefferson Park Avenue along Old Lynchburg Road.  Further information was expected from Jim Tolbert, of Neighborhood Development Services.  This meeting is to include Blake Caravati and Kevin Lynch.  Dave Norris and Julian Taliaferro will attend to gain insight and information as concerned citizens.  Their term as councilors will not begin until July 1, 2006.  
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Web Site (http://avenue.org/fsna) 
DO get in the habit of checking out the neighborhood web site for current information.  Peter Hedlund updates the Web site each week and takes great pride in the site being attractive, informative, and user friendly.  Send  items to be included to John Santoski, President and Jeanne S.  Chase, Secretary.  

J. P.A. Bridge
Adrienne Dent’s full report on the status of her work with this committee can be found on pages 11-13.

University of Virginia - South Lawn Project and Other Updates

Peter Hedlund reported that the South Lawn Project was being kept in focus by the Jefferson Park Avenue Neighborhood Association with current updates being reported and shared by Ida Lee Wooten (ilw2t@virginia.edu) and Jim Fitzgerald (jimf@virginia.edu) of the same office for University information to the neighborhood associations.  This link is found on the Web page and is updated frequently.  

It is hoped by the FSNA that the connector road from Sunset Avenue to Fontaine will become a primary focus of UVA, the City of Charlottesville and of Albemarle County more sooner than later in order to take the huge volumes of cars off of the Fry’s Spring neighborhood streets that has become a daily headache for residents.

Another opinion voiced was on the issue of fireworks being used more frequently by the University of Virginia.  It was felt that the increase was not helping pet owners deal with their affected animals.  The question was raised as to whether or not fireworks needed to be used at all beyond the normal July 4 celebrations for the communities.

Robertson/Highland Traffic Calming

There seems to be the recurring issue that the NO PARKING signs that have been missing and were to have been replaced are still not replaced which causes undue confusion for the motorist and pedestrian alike.  Andrea said that she will check again with Jim Tolbert of NDS.  

Terri DiCintio reported that Ashley Cooper has been working on getting the ballots and letters ready to mail out to residents in the affected area.  She is also setting a date, time and place for a meeting (hopefully the first week in June), so those people who receive ballots (and anyone else who is interested) can hear what this is all about and understand the process and ask questions.  It is my intention, once the meeting is set, to do some additional legwork to get people to the meeting.  Ashley can speak more specifically about the balloting process.
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Rumor or Fact?  Open Shamrock Road Through Johnson Village

Stephen Andrews asked FSNA to be aware of information being shared relative to whether or not Shamrock Road would be continued through Johnson Village.  It was suggested that this be discussed with Ashley Cooper of NDS and the Johnson Village Neighborhood Association president Jeanne Brown for clarification.  

“The Tongue” (a.k.a. “ The Thumb) on Cherry Avenue/Willard/Cleveland

Many inquiries are coming in relative to the slowness of the City’s promise to take this unwanted area out and get the Cherry Avenue Church’s request with the backing of the FSNA honored more sooner than later.  John Santoski was directed to get in touch with Bob Archer about the church’s petitions and letters from two local funeral services (Hill and Wood and Teague Funeral Services) to hand carry these items to Gary O’Connell, City Manager; to City Council and to Jim Tolbert of Neighborhood Development Services during the week of May 15.
It was felt by all who inquired as well as the FSNA that this good faith promise by Jim Tolbert of NDS  to take out “the tongue” was taking entirely too, too long.  The Cherry Avenue Christian Church must put up with this on a daily basis.  It was felt that they have endured too long and need relief immediately.
Free Trolley Proposal

Tim Wilson came to present an idea of the current free trolley ride continuing down the length of Jefferson Park Avenue (JPA) for rider ship.  A suggestion was voiced as to whether the trolley could turn around at the Fry’s Spring Beach Club for its return trip.  Further discussion involved whether or not the current shuttles from University Place and Eagle’s Landing would be interested in doing stops for paying customers to add to their passenger service for their apartments as they travel frequently on city streets.  John said that he would check into this as he was not sure of the liability for the shuttle company if they were to go from private to mixing the use with public service.  A frequent rider of City buses made the point that this should not be in competition with the routes that are already in use in the City of Charlottesville.

Water, Water, Water ???

Discussion was raised as to where the new source of water was going to come from to support all of the proposed new development as well as the development already in process.  It was felt that at a future FSNA meeting that this topic be presented with representatives from the Rivanna Water Authority to be present for questions from the public for more understanding.  What is the broad picture to meet the needs currently as well as for the next twenty or so years?
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Forum Recap

Joe Mooney was complimented on getting the Forum up and running prior to the May elections.  The FSNA was recommended to do the Forums yearly before every election so that it would help the voters to sort out information and facts about the candidates running for offices.  John Santoski was given kudos on being the moderator at the forum that featured the candidates for the City Council elections in May.  The only regret that was expressed was that it was wished that the Forum would have lasted longer.  The reason for the length this time was because two of the candidates had another meeting scheduled on the same date which was an earlier commitment for the date in question.  

FSNA Meetings to Be Timed

One of the features tried in the May 10, 2006 FSNA meeting was that the agenda items were timed for presentation and discussion.  This enabled the eleven agenda items to be addressed evenly by the presenters and for questions to be answered fully.  This timing feature will continue so that the FSNA meetings can start on time at 5:30 p.m. and conclude by 7:00 p.m.  It is hoped that this feature will enable folks to be able to plan their evenings and to encourage a broad participation of our neighborhood residents.

Questions Asked of Ashley Cooper, NDS

Ashley could not be with us on May 10, 2006, but sent her responses to questions asked at the April FSNA meeting.  The questions and answers follow:

  The timetable for removing the “bulb-out” in front of the Cherry Avenue Christian Church 

     No-- there is no established time table as of yet. 
  The final report on the storm drain camera work on Old Lynchburg Road 
     I know that we have the data, but I will check to see if it is in a format that is legible for a report.
  The return of the NO PARKING signs along Highland/Robertson 
    The last I heard our traffic interns were working with Ms. Wieder to move this process forward.                     Whenever signage is changed, we are required to have a comment period. 
  Meeting to discuss the traffic calming on Highland/Robertson (though this one may be in Terri      DiCintio’s court) 
     I am getting this meeting set up and proper notification will go to impacted properties. I will be in touch         with Terri so she can pass along a head's up to those properties. 
  JPA bridge design meeting (I have seen the e-mails between Adrienne and Angela Tucker) 
     I am sure Adrienne will be updating on this given your new committee system. It is my understanding           that they have scheduled the initial meeting for May 25th. 
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Cherry Hill PUD

It has been amazing to watch this development according to local neighbors.  Frequent photos are being taken and sent to the Charlottesville Planning Commission by Andrea Wieder.  The Dudley Creek is not protected currently by a 100 foot buffer required by State Law like the Rivanna River and Moore’s Creek to name two fresh water sources.  The Dudley Creek has only a 15 foot protection.  This begs the question, “Why?”  We are the protectors of our future natural resources, as well as what we are given today.  The Charlottesville Planning Commission is hoping to hire a graduate student for the Summer of 2006 to help map and monitor development sites.   The FSNA applauds this action!

Two Entrances vs.  One Entrance for Cherry Hill Development

The FSNA seeks to reinforce the value of having two entrances into and out of the Cherry Avenue Development so that Cherry Avenue does not get the brunt of all of the traffic that will be generated by the homes being built on this piece of land.  The wisdom of only one entrance escapes the current thinking of logic.  

John Santoski and Terri DiCintio will try to go to the Johnson Village Neighborhood Association meeting on Thursday, May 11, 2006 at 6:30 p.m. at Johnson Elementary School as the Cherry Avenue PUD is to be discussed.  

Biscuit Run Transportation Study Needed

The Albemarle Planning Commission is holding the Biscuit Run item for their agenda until the transportation study is completed.  The scope of the study seems to be the thing being hammered out presently.  Look for a summer meeting on Biscuit Run.  

Granger Property

Much is moving quickly!  John said to be on the look out for e-mails updating us on what is happening.  

Dymond/Huntley PUD

The manor home may not be torn down as it has the designation of a historic home regardless of the ownership of the property.   A Public Hearing must be held should the original PUD document need to be amended.   Ashley Cooper says that the retaining walls for the Huntley property are not in the PUD.  She told John Santoski that before the developer can re grade or build retaining walls the Planning Commission has to have a public hearing.  However, the lots 
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Dymond/Huntley PUD (continued)
are approved for development, as the steep slope ordinance did not go into effect until after the PUD approval.  Map #17, which is one showing topography, has shown the steep grade at this location from the inception of this development.  The second entrance at this site was put in to give a fire and safety entrance and exit.   

Pace Realty

Pace Realty has spoken with John Santoski as to their new homes within the Fry’s Spring Neighborhood and may be asked to come do a presentation for FSNA as to their goals for their marketing.  

Hill - Center Development

Terri Di Cintio reports that the task force has been meeting periodically with Tom Hickman and some of his associates, Paul Beyer and Hans Foss.  Recently, we hit something of an impasse.  Mr. Hickman would like us to present his plan to the NA as well as residents in the immediate area.  We feel that Mr. Hickman has not provided nearly enough information to this point.  We are wary to present a plan that has no specifics whatsoever and we have asked him repeatedly to have a topo map drawn.  About two weeks ago he stated that he would have a more detailed plan drawn and as soon as that is ready, we plan to meet to review it.  We will then either plan a larger group meeting, or ask Mr. Hickman for further detail.  It is our hope to get as much detail as possible before moving forward.

Respectfully submitted,

Jeanne S.  Chase

Secretary, Fry’s Spring Neighborhood Association

May 25, 2006

Final Copy
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A. K. Wieder’s Report on Various Items of Interest, 10 May 2006
Cherry Avenue Development Site 

Work began on the site just across the street from Highland Avenue on Monday, April 13, 2006. 

I take pictures of the site every few days and send them to Ashley Cooper, Karen Firehock and Jeanne Chase. Jeanne reviews the material and the pictures are posted at the FSNA web site. When each new batch of pictures go up the old ones come down. 

I send three pictures every few days and log the rest of the material on my computer. Some of the matters raised and resolved with the pictures and emails folks send are listed here. 

We owe special thanks to the diligence of Vance High, Jeanne Chase and many other eyes on this project. Karen Firehock of the Cville planning commission and Ashley Cooper have pitched in mightily too and are to be commended for their patience and diligence. 

What is that giant RED tank at the side of the road marked EXPLOSIVES? 

The city inspected the site and says the tank is meets standards. 

Why is the fire hydrant hidden? 

It is no longer hidden by the orange fence. 

How can bus riders get on and off the #4 bus, The Fry’s Spring, bus? 

First the city said they would remove it but I told them it was MY bus stop and the next one is way up the hill. A suggestion that they just move it to the sidewalk, a few feet away, was accepted. 

What is the name of that stream anyway? 

Dudley Creek 

What is the amount of the stream buffer? 
There is no required buffer for Dudley Creek. The city has a 100 foot buffer for Moore’s Creek, Meadow Creek and the Rivanna River. The city may add the 100 foot buffer to the rest of the city’s creeks this fall. 

Can we get some help to watch over this site? 

Karen Firehock will look into getting a grad student to map and monitor the Cherry Ave. site. 

How many trees are they going to take down? 

Karen Firehock replies: 

The developer only needs to leave the trees that they show as remaining on their original site plan. The city can not require more than 20% of trees remain on site as per state law. They may not cut trees from within the 100 foot Moore's Creek Stream buffer. 

Is there any limit to the hours the site is worked? What about noise? 

No limits are set, not of work days or work hours. Noise rules of the city do not seem to apply here. Here is the answer to the question: 
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A. K. Wieder’s Report on Various Items of Interest, 10 May 2006 (continued)
ASHLEY COOPER’S REPLY: 

As far as I know, we have no specific limitations on hours of work  except as violations to the noise ordinance as outlined below. Please be aware of the exemptions section for the daytime requirements: 

Sec. 16-8. Maximum sound levels in residential zones. 

(a) Nighttime. No person shall permit, operate or cause any source of sound to create a sound level in a residential zone or within any residential building during the hours between 10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. in excess of 55 dBA when measured at or outside the property boundary. 

(b) Daytime. No person shall permit, operate or cause any source of sound to create a sound level in a residential zone or within any residential building during the hours between 6:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. in excess of 65 dBA when measured at or outside the property boundary. 

(c) Measurements in multifamily structures. In a structure used as a multifamily dwelling the police department may take measurements to determine sound levels from common areas within or outside the structure or from other dwelling units within the structure, when requested to do so by the owner or tenant in possession and control thereof. Such measurement shall be taken at a point at least four (4) feet from the wall, ceiling or floor nearest the noise source, with doors to the receiving area closed and windows in the normal position for the season. 

(d) Exemptions. The following activities or sources of noise shall be exempt from the daytime prohibition set forth in subsection (b) of this section: 

(1) Band performances or practices, athletic contests or practices and other school-sponsored activities on the grounds of public or private schools or the University of Virginia. 

(2) Athletic contests and other officially sanctioned activities in city parks. 

(3) Activities related to the construction, repair, maintenance, remodeling or demolition, grading or other improvement of real property. 

(4) Gardening, lawn care, tree maintenance or removal and other landscaping activities. 

(5) Church bells or carillons. 

(6) Religious or political gatherings and other activities protected by the First Amendment to the United States Constitution. 

(7) Activities for which the regulation of noise has been preempted by federal law. 

(8) Public and private transportation, refuse collection and sanitation services.

Closure of Todd Avenue and Fire/Emergency Services Access 

As of this writing there has been no comprehensive review by ALL the fire/emergency service folks about closing Todd Ave and the JPA bridge. And we should continued to demand this review, especially in light of the game day pix that we sent to the city MONTHS ago. 

Here is Britt Grimm’s reply. My original request for the material reported to our FSNA meeting by Chief Werner was three months ago: 
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A. K. Wieder’s Report on Various Items of Interest, 10 May 2006 (continued)
Closure of Todd Avenue and Fire/Emergency Services Access (continued)
Britt Grimm replies: 

Ms. Wieder, I think I can address most of these for you. I spoke with Chief Werner, and he indicated that there was no written report from the Fire Department. We were asked to provide input into the bridge decision, and the “report” was a verbal expression of issues relevant to our responses to that area. We had two specific areas which needed to be addressed. 
The first was a Fire Prevention code requirement for a turn-around at the dead end of roads greater than 150’ in length. The code requirement is in place to provide for a safe means of turning fire apparatus around, as opposed to backing a vehicle more than 150’. I’m currently trying to get a copy of the plan which shows that turn-around from the Neighborhood Development office (NDS). 
The second was a City code requirement which states that there is no parking allowed within 20’ of an intersection. Once the signs are in place, this ordinance is enforced (I believe) by the Police Department. I’ll take a ride by the intersection of Todd and Hill this evening to see if the signs have been put in place yet. 
In addition, we had a request from NDS last December to check approach and departure angles (front and rear clearances) for our trucks at that intersection, which we did, and we have no problems in that regard. 

In response to your request for information from other emergency service providers, I’d suggest that you contact Captain Bibb with the Charlottesville Police Department (970-3280) and Chief Haugh with the Charlottesville-Albemarle Rescue Squad (296-4825). They should be able to address any questions you may have regarding their agencies’ responses to Todd Ave. 

Regarding game day parking, let me know a convenient time to meet with you, and I will try and get Sergeant Farruggio from the Police Department to take a look at that issue as well. As mentioned above, the Police Department enforces the parking ordinances. We routinely have one of our fire officers drive through the neighborhoods on game days looking at access problems, and as we find them we report them to the police who are very responsive in dealing with them. 

I hope you find this information helpful. Once I get a copy of the plan for Todd Avenue, I’ll confirm that it includes the turn-around at the end of it and let you know. I’ll also double-check on the posting of the “No Parking” signs on Todd Avenue, and if they’re not in place I’ll follow up on that as well. If there’s anything else we can do for you, please let me know. 

Second email update from Britt Grimm: 

Ms. Wieder, this is to follow up on my e-mail from last week. I have been able to take a look at the plan for Todd Avenue, and have confirmed that there is a turn-around included in the plans near the end as required by the Fire prevention code. There are no “No Parking” signs in place near the intersection of Todd and Hill, and I’ve passed along a request to have Neighborhood Development Services take a look at getting them in place. We’ll keep an eye on that until they’re in place, although hopefully their absence won’t be a problem until we get back into football season this Fall. 
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A. K. Wieder’s Report on Various Items of Interest, 10 May 2006 (continued)
Closure of Todd Avenue and Fire/Emergency Services Access (continued)
Second email update from Britt Grimm (continued):
Britt M. Grimm 

Deputy Chief 

Charlottesville Fire Department 

203 Ridge Street 

Charlottesville, VA 22902 

434-970-3240 

grimmb@charlottesville.org 

Beyer/Hickman and the Huntley Development 

After seeing the Huntley Development at the walkabout I sent the following email questions to Ashley Cooper et al. for a follow-up. My words are in bold face: 

Dear Ashley Cooper, Jim Tolbert and Gary O'Connell: 

Following the meeting at the Huntley development last night I had further questions: 

Are Beyer/Hickman restricted or prevented at this time from building on the 10-12 lots discussed as too steep to build upon? 

These lots have been approved as part of the PUD and the site plan, and as the plan currently exists, they do have the right to build homes on these individual lots. 

Are they permitted to build the retaining walls they discussed for the houses on specific lots? 

A retaining wall would require a site plan amendment, as no walls are shown on the approved plans. 

Are Beyer/Hickman restricted or prevented from taking off the hill top right now and the 12 trees that were discussed? 

Regrading the hill would also require an amendment to their plans-- they cannot move forward with this unless the amendment is approved. 

Or does the city require/restrict them now, since a new public hearing will be held regarding this site? 

I don't understand this question. 

And if Beyer/Hickman are restricted on this site now, who will guarantee their compliance? Or if they are restricted, who will enforce the restriction? 
The City enforces this site plan just as they do any other site plan. 

Please send your reply to this question to me and all those listed in the cc area of this email. That is, Jeanne Chase, Michael Petrus, Adrienne Dent, and president of FSNA, John Santoski.  Many thanks for your attention to this matter. 

Best, AK Wieder
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JPA Bridge Report by Adrienne Dent
Two informal meetings were held on 4/20/06 and 4/25/06 with Susan Mortell, Peter Dennison, Adrienne Dent, Peter Hedlund and Michael Petrus in attendance. All are Todd Ave. residents.  The meetings accomplished several things. First, all attendees were brought up to speed on the history of JPA Bridge dialogue and the current proposal. Second, attendees voiced their concerns and desires for the closed end of Todd Ave. Third, attendees brainstormed about possible strategies for future dialogue with the City, with their landscape architect, and with VDOT. Out of the box thinking generated design suggestions to bring before the City.

Angela Tucker has asked that interested residents from Todd Ave. join N.D.S. and the landscape architect on May 25th for a meeting to discuss hardscaping. This e-mail should already be posted on the F.S.N.A website.

There is lack of clarity about what exact topics Angela Tucker and N.D.S. believe shall be included in dialogue with the neighborhood and about when such items will be addressed. Michael Petrus has spoken with Jim Tolbert and will follow up next week with Angela Tucker.

Unanswered remains the question of ownership of the triangle of land west of Susan Mortell’s property (115 Todd Ave.).  A written response to this inquiry from the City Attorney’s Office is posted on the F.S.N.A. website.  We await a response from the Norfolk Southern Property Manager.

Clarification of Property Ownership:
Adrienne A. Dent104 Todd Avenue Charlottesville, VA 22903

Dear Ms. Dent:

We have received your letter dated May 1, 2006, in which you have asked our office to provide you with the history of ownership and the name of the current owner of a portion of land located just west of 115 Todd Avenue.

Although this office does not maintain files on property ownership, we can confirm that in 1987 the owners of 115 and 201 Todd Avenue submitted a petition to close a portion of Railroad Avenue that is adjacent to the property in question. This petition was approved by City Council on September 8, 1987, and the portion abutting 115 and 201 Todd Avenue was closed to public access. It appears from the tax map (a copy of which is enclosed) that the property in question is simply right-of-way from the platted intersection of Todd Avenue and Railroad Avenue.

If you wish to make a definitive determination as to property ownership, you should contact a private attorney or title company for assistance with conducting a title search.

Sincerely,








Lisa Miller Paralegal

